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As a Fellow, McKain worked on the data
analytics team at Golden Apple Foundation, an
organization working to combat the teacher
shortage by creating accessible and sustainable
pathways to teaching careers across Illinois. 

McKain analyzed quantitative and qualitative
evaluation and feedback data from teachers in
Golden Apple programming in order to create
data visualization and storytelling around the
scholar experience. She presented findings and
recommendations to leadership to improve the
teacher prep experience.

McKain now works with a consulting firm
focused on educational and social impact
solutions.

EP PARTNER SERVICES
DATA & ANALYSIS FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Expertise in data and analysis paves the foundation for your
organization to track meaningful achievement and progress
towards goals and make data-driven decisions that are in the
best interest of students and communities.

Data and Analysis Fellows can support your organization
through: 

Data collection and management
Visualization 
Modeling and forecasting 
Research and evaluation

Have a data/analysis project EP can support? 
Reach out to partnerships@educationpioneers.org to schedule a
consultation meeting.

Michael used data to provide schools with a
toolkit that gives them the power to advocate
for and support the students and families they
serve.

He spearheaded the organization’s first data
dashboard project, providing 13 school
principals streamlined access to enrollment,
assessment, and roster data. He also designed
interactive data visualizations, helping
stakeholders identify classrooms that required
extra support. 

After his Fellowship, Michael remained at
AppleTree as an Associate Data Analyst.

Our 10-week Summer Fellowship gives you access to high-potential leaders who provide dedicated support in
strategy, operations, project management, or data analytics for a defined project over the summer.

In 2025, we are excited to partner with school districts, charter school networks, state agencies, and other
education entities in Washington, D.C., New York City Metro Area, Chicago, the San Francisco Bay Area, and
Texas (Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston).

Grow your team’s leadership and capacity next summer.

Michael Varnerin
2023 Summer Fellow 
AppleTree Institute for Education
Innovation


